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Each year at the Association for 
Educational Communications and 
Technology (AECT) convention there 
are a group of graduate students and 
early professionals that walk around 
with large medallions hanging around 
them. These are the AECT/ECT Interns. 
They are individuals that have applied 
for a special opportunity to engage 
in leadership activities beginning 
at the annual AECT convention. 
There are three types of AECT/ECT 
internships that include the Strohbehn 
Internship, the Cochran Internship, 
and the Jenny K Johnson International 
Internship. Each of these interns will 
be spotlighted in the ECT Cornerstone. 
The Educational Communications and 
Technology (ECT) Foundation and the 
AECT fund these internships each year.  
We will be focusing on the experiences 
of one of our 2013 Cochran Interns, 
Keri Valentine.

You can help support the AECT 
Internships through your giving to the 
ECT Foundation. The ECT Foundation 
is the independent charitable arm 
of AECT that focuses on awarding 
scholarships, internships, fellowships, 
and supporting the leadership training 
programs for the AECT. The ECT 
Foundation is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization and any donations you 
provide are tax deductible. All of the 
donations go towards supporting the 
awards and scholarships provided to 
AECT members. 

Finally, if you are interested 
in participating as an intern at an 
AECT conference you can apply soon 
after each annual convention for the 
Strohbehn or Cochran Internships at 
http://www.aect.org/events/intern/

internapp.asp http://www.aect.org/
ect/internapp.asp or the Jenny K 
Johnson International Internship at 
http://www.aect.org/events/intern/
internationalapp.asphttp://www.
aect.org/ect/internationalapp.asp.   
Additional information about all of 
the internships can be found at http://
www.aect.org/ect/ect.asp. 

– Chris T. Miller, ed.

extend my deepest gratitude to the 
ECT Foundation for supporting the 
AECT Leadership Intern program 

each year. The program is held in 
high esteem at the University of 
Georgia (UGA), with Thomas Reeves 
unquestionably the program’s biggest 
champion, proudly displaying his 
medal year after year (see figure 1). 
Reflecting on the experience, I better 
understand the value of the Intern 
medal. The 2013 convention felt more 
like a family reunion, even though I 
was meeting many members for the 
first time. Ana Donaldson, my mentor, 
Tonia Dousay, AECT Leadership 

Intern Program Coordinator, and 
all of my fellow interns – thank 
you so much for your sincerity and 
friendship.

Why Intern?
If you are a graduate student, 

you may be wondering what it means 
to be an intern, how this relates to 
leadership, and why you should 
consider applying. Past interns have 
hailed the experience as “an academic 
experience of a lifetime” (Borup, 
2013, p. 4), an “all access pass” (Asino, 
2013, p. 8), and a growing sense that 
“AECT is the product of its individual 
members” (Gardner, 2011, p. 7). 
I agree with these sentiments and 
add that the experience can help 
you find your voice as a researcher 
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Figure 1. Dr. Thomas Reeves and Keri Valentine 
proudly wearing their medals.
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and leader. Keep in mind that as 
a graduate student in Educational 
Communications and Technology, 
you will inevitably shape our field 
through the questions you seek to 
answer, the knowledge you create, and 
the vision you collaboratively bring to 
life. Why wouldn’t you take this step to 
learn how you can become involved? 

Busy Feet
Each morning the interns met 

with leaders in the field to discuss a 
wide range of issues. The first morning 
Sharon Smaldino shared a humorous 
story about her experience learning 
as a young child. With an aversion to 
sitting still, she engaged in the “busy 
feet” phenomenon. She related this to 
observing classrooms later in her life, 
realizing there is much to learn about 
engagement in the busyness of children’s 
feet. I want to thank Sharon Smaldino, 
Curtis Bonk, and David Wiley for 
making these morning breakfasts 
a lighthearted, jovial experience. I 
found the time for informal discourse 
valuable as it contributed to a great 
start each day. One morning we had 
the opportunity to enjoy the Breakfast 
with Champions event. I want to extend 
a special thanks to Brent Wilson, who 
helped me consider the benefits and 
challenges of cross-disciplinary work. 
The conversation further confirmed 
my feelings concerning the sincere 
desire of members to help and mentor 
one another. I hope to return this 
favor to others in the future. These 
sorts of opportunities to converse 
with fellow members about our field, 
share innovative research and design, 
and even discuss hobbies outside 
of academia makes each AECT 
conference an invaluable source of 
energy.

Crap Detectors
If you were fortunate to attend the 

keynote sessions this past year, you 
may still be thinking about the tree 
octopus from Howard Rheingold’s 
presentation. If not, I hope your “crap 
detector” questioned the existence of 
a tree octopus. The keynote sessions 
were spectacular, especially with the 
front row pass as an Intern. Engaging 

presentations included Ali Carr’s, Bring 
Back Boys, David Wiley’s, Super Powers, 
Thomas Reeves’s, Educational Design 
Research, and Howard Rheingold’s, 
Mindfulness. I now approach my son’s 
obsession with Xbox Live with more 
complex consideration. In addition, 
I am motivated to cultivate my super 
power of “finding a way or making 
one.” These keynotes have stuck with 
me. For example, my husband and I 
were playing Yatzee last night (don’t 
laugh) and he asked me to look at a 
picture on his phone. I admit peering 
at the photo of a fruit fly half-heartedly 
until I saw what looked to be an altered 
image of a fly with ants covering its 
wings. It was at this moment that I 
remembered Howard Rheingold’s 
keynote about “crap detectors” and 
his example with the tree octopus. 
Although the Goniurellia Tridens 
fruit fly has evolved to develop antlike 
marking on its wings, the tree octopus 
is still a farce. 

Minions
One of the most memorable 

aspects of being an intern, was 
the company of fellow interns. I 
remember communicating long 
before the conference, mainly to 
coordinate our matching Halloween 
attire as minions. One of my favorite 
memories was walking across the 
street to the Del Taco for our project 
planning meeting. We decided to 
capture the moment with a photo. 
Maybe it was our lack of sleep or 
desire to humor one another, but we 
all decided that spelling AECT with 
sauce packets would preserve that 
moment. It worked (see Figure 2)! 

Leadership
I was told the intern medal allowed 

us access to all of the division and 
committee meetings. Ellen Hoffman 
– thank you for being the first person 
to show me this was truly the case at 
the Standards Committee meeting. 
I also want to thank the Design and 
Development (D&D) Division for being 
equally open. I remember a moment in 
the membership meeting where Mable 
Kinzie asked everyone to share his or 
her burning passion. It was then that I 
realized how comfortable I felt with our 
community. I am happy that I will have 
the opportunity to continue learning 
about the leadership at AECT through 
the D&D Board Associate Program. For 
those of you thinking of applying for 
the internship, learning how to become 
involved in carrying out the mission of 
AECT is one of the key advantages. Still, 
I encourage everyone to become more 
involved. I’d like to end this reflection 
by sending my warmest regards to 
Ana Donaldson for extending her 
mentorship beyond the scope of the 
conference.

Keri D. Valentine is an Assistant Professor 
of STEM Education (Mathematics) at West 
Virginia University in Morgantown, WV.  Direct 
correspondence regarding this column entry to 
her at kevalentine@mail.wvu.edu.
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Figure 2. Interns spell AECT with sauce packets from Del Taco.
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